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To capitalize on New
Moon's popularity, the
Volterra tourism board
sponsors Twilight-themed
weekends that include a
reception with "blood."
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'New Moon' rising: 'Twilight' fans swarm

Volterra, Italy
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Universal draw: New Moon fans come from around
the world to Volterra.
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By Chris Gray Faust, USA TODAY

VOLTERRA, Italy — On a college break, American teenager
Kiersten Kunke and her friend, Canadian Stephanie Regier,
plot their version of an Italian Grand Tour. On their must-see
list: Florence, Venice, Rome — and Volterra?

This small Tuscan city with an ancient Etruscan history has
become a cult destination among traveling teenagers and
people in their 20s (not to mention some vampire-loving
mothers), thanks to the phenomenon Twilight. In the series'
second book, author Stephenie Meyer set a crucial scene
between heroine Bella and her undead soul mate Edward in
Volterra — and, as The Twilight Saga: New Moon prepares to
open as a movie Nov. 20, fans are dying to retrace the
tormented couple's steps.

PHOTO GALLERY: A 'New Moon' tour of Volterra
READ MORE: It's "Twilight' time in the Pacific Northwest

Backpackers carrying battered copies of New Moon duck
through the narrow alleyways of the walled city, which has
about 12,000 residents. Souvenir shops hawk calendars,
mugs and T-shirts bearing the tousled likeness of actor
Robert Pattinson, who plays Edward in the films.

And whether fans are Team Edward or Team Jacob (Bella's
two love interests in New Moon), all want to visit the Piazza dei
Priori, the town's square anchored by a clock tower where the
Volturi — a coven of elite vampires that plays a pivotal role in
the upcoming movie — reside.



